
12 more months in Buchanan County Parks and Natural Areas 

January ς Koutny Pond / Hoffman Woods - 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Buchanan/Park/Koutny-Pond-Hoffman-Woods.aspx 

Directions: 1544-2 330th St., Brandon, IA 52210 ς Entrance just east of I380 Brandon exit on County 

Road D48.   

If you go: Koutny Pond/ Hoffman Woods  access lane is about ½  mile to the turnaround/parking loop 

that is not maintained during snow.  Ice fishing is available when conditions allow and the lane is often 

packed snow as a result.  Trail is maintained and visible year round.  Outhouse available.  Hunting is 

allowed, so wear bright colors during hunting seasons.  Expect road noise from adjacent interstate. 

I love the seasonal changes we experience here in Iowa ς and winter is best in my mind with a beautiful 

blanket of white. Snow covers up the monotonous browns otherwise dominating the landscape and 

ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άǇƻǇέΦ  L ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜe that we got more than the trace that 

weather forecasters predicted.   

I was planning to get out and explore Koutny Pond as soon as we had snow 

for this January edition of 12 months in Buchanan County Parks, and when I 

awoke to a foggy morning after the weekend snow I was doubly excited.  

Camera in hand, boots on feet and hat on head, I was off toward Brandon.  I 

was pleased to see a well-used system of tire tracks on the entrance road, as 

that meant I could drive down to the turn-around at the pond. 

On both sides of the access lane to the pond is reconstructed prairie.  This is 

a moderately diverse planting with flower stems dotting the dominant 

prairie grasses.  In warmer months it is abuzz with pollinators and birds and 

a great place to explore. On this visit, I continued past to enjoy the trail 

around the pond. (Photo 1) 

Getting out of the car, I was a bit surprised at how noisy it was ς with few leaves to block the traffic 

sounds and frozen ground and water bouncing that sound around, there was no mistaking this park was 

ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ LƴǘŜǊǎǘŀǘŜ оулΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻǊǊƻǿ Ǉƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

materials to build the road. There was evidence on the pond of ice fishing after the recent snowfall ς

perhaps not the safest as last ǿŜŜƪΩǎ warm temps left many lakes with some open water.  BCCB reminds 

all who enjoy ice fishing to do so safely ς at least 4 inches of clear ice is the recommendation ς and 

check the thickness regularly as it may vary over different areas of a pond. 

 

 

 



Despite the noise, the park was a peaceful place to get out and 

enjoy the amazing beauty of the winter wonderland!  With the 

foggy overcast, the white snow and white sky were left to be 

broken by a myriad of browns and a few greens and reds.  The 

details in the hoarfrost were spectacular (Photos 2-4) and 

certainly worth more than 1000 words!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On the east side of the pond is a small drainage to a wetland 

(Photo 5) that provides this park with another habitat to shelter 

and draw wildlife.  A spur trail goes back for maintenance of the 

wetland and takes you to the scenic Bear Creek (Photo 6) that 

winds through the section 

of this park called 

Hoffman Woods. 

Although there are no 

developed trails in the 

woods, you are welcome 

to wander.  

 

 

As usual, there were stories to be interpreted in the trails left by 

those who had ventured onto the new snow before me ς Mice, squirrels, birds, deer, fox, dogs, and best 

of all ς people!! I was excited that at least 2 others had walked the trail before me! They had wandered 

not only on the loop trail, but also the spur trail and even 

off trail in a few places. As we have been presenting 

programs at many area elementary schools on how mice 

LOVE snow so they can stay in tunnels and hide from 

predators while staying warmer, I had to include this 

photo of mouse tunnels and holes (Photo 7). 

 

If you had 

walked the trail 

this summer, you likely would have walked right past the 

numerous bird nests hidden in the flowers, shrubs and 

grasses.  In winter they are easily located without the 

concealing greenery and especially so with a cap of white.  A 

closer look can indicate the architect of the nest as different 

bird species utilize unique construction materials and sites. 

This one likely was the work of our state bird, the goldfinch 

(Photo 8). 

 

 



Creating a partial visual barrier to the Interstate 

on the South side of the pond is a row of 

evergreens ς red cedar, white pine and spruce 

trees (Photo 9).  In addition to a visual barrier, 

they also act as a windbreak and shelter for 

numerous wildlife species that take advantage 

of the remaining green leaves to keep out more 

ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜŘ 

producers and cones stripped to their core are 

evidence that squirrels find the seeds a tasty 

treat.  

While not groomed, this roughly half mile loop 

trail would be great for cross country skis ς with 

either a great beginning slope to tackle downhill, 

or one that would encourage me to remove the 

skis to climb at the end, depending on which 

direction you travel. Visit now, and come to see 

what this park has to share seasonally. 

 


